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Unions celebrate win with tirade

BRAD THOMPSON

Unions are claiming victory in a
costly industrial dispute and have
told a lobby group representing
LNG employers to “go f.k them-
selves” as the sector stares down
the barrel of a substantial in-
crease in operating costs.

The settlement in the high-
stakes negotiations with Japan’s
INPEX comes just days after the
Offshore Alliance — made up of
the Australian Workers Union
and Maritime Union of Australia
— launched an expletive-riddled
tirade against the Japanese com-

pany and one of its represen-
tatives.
The unions doubled down on

Wednesday, telling the Austra-
lian Resources and Energy Em-
ployer Association and the News
Corp-owned NT News that they
“canboth go and f.k themselves”.
The Australian revealed on
Tuesday that AREEA had lodged
a complaint with work safety
authorities about posts on the Al-
liance’s Facebook page and at-
tacks on LNG companies and
staff. The report was also pub-
lished on the NT News website.
AREEA deputy chief execu-
tive Tara Diamond said the com-
ments on the Offshore Alliance’s
publicsocial media page were just
a taste of the “abhorrent behav-

iour” that went on behind closed
doors.

“What the community sees on
the Offshore Alliance’s public
social media page is merely a
glimpse into the full scope of the
abhorrent behaviour that occurs
behind closed doors, including at
the bargaining table,” she said.

The Offshore Alliance’s “go
and f.k themselves” comment
came after its leaders said mem-
bers had endorsed an in-principle
deal to end strike action INPEX’s

Continued on Page 17

SECTION: BUSINESS NEWS ARTICLE TYPE: NEWS ITEM AUDIENCE : 450,000
MARKET: Australia

ASR: AUD 7,178

Page 1 of 1

Unions celebrate win with expletive-laden tirade

Continued from Page 13
Ichthys LNG plant in the North-

ern Territory.
The breakthrough came a day
after INPEX executive Bill

Townsend warned that the strike
could drag on until July 6 and
cause significant disruption at the
Ichthys LNG plant, which re-
cently helped shore up Australia’s
domestic fuel supplies.

The terms of the deal thrashed
out in late-night talks remain un-
clear, but unions started out seek-
ing annual pay rises of 3 per cent
above the inflation rate; a 70 per
cent increase to the $50,000 on-
shore allowance; a 33 per cent in-
crease to the $90,000 offshore
allowance; automatic promotion
of all employees; and a guaran-
teed bonus of 10-20 per cent re-
gardless of performance.

Employers in the sector esti-

mated that those union claims
would increase labour costs by up
to 60 per cent and result in aver-
age annual salaries per employee
soaring from $350,000 to more
than $550,000.

The Offshore Alliance said on
its Facebook page that the strike

had cost INPEX up to $200m by
last Sunday and labelled a key fig-
ure representing INPEX in the
Fair Work Commission “Mr F.k
It Up”. It also described senior
company management as “crack-
pots” and “nutjobs”.

The Offshore Alliance said
strike action that delayed cargoes
and caused production losses for
INPEX to the tune of millions of
dollars a day would end after it
secured a “landmark agreement
with the company that establishes
a new benchmark for wages,
conditions and job security across
Australia’s offshore oil and gas

industry”. The unions claimed a
big win at the weekend when the
Fair Work Commission rejected
an application by INPEX for
orders to halt strike action based
on the argument that it threaten-
ed to cause Australia significant
economic harm.

Workers have been walking
off the job for up to eight hours a
day as part of industrial action
thatlast week delayed the loading
of two cargoes of condensate —

used to make petrol and other
refined fuels — bound for refiner-
iesinJapan and South Korea.

Offshore Alliance spokesman
Brad Gandy, who is also heavily
involved in negotiations with
BHP as the AWU Western Aus-
tralia branch secretary, attacked
AREEA in celebrating the out-
come of the strike action.

“It's unfortunate that the in-
dustry lobby group determined
that the best use of its resources
was to publish smears against the
union and its members, ultimat-
ely achieving nothing but to dis-
play its own lack of influence or
ability to read the room,” Mr
Gandy said.

“This was a hard-fought cam-
paign and we are happy that our
members have secured what they
fought for.”

Offshore Alliance co-ordina-
tor Zach Duncalfe said the agree-

ment demonstrated what could
be achieved when workers stood
together.

“These workers perform high-
ly skilled, safety-critical work in
one of the most challenging envi-
ronments in the country,” he said.

“They deserve industry-leading
wages, conditions and job secur-
ity, and that’s exactly what this
agreement delivers.”

Tara Diamond said: “Target-
ing and demeaning individuals
isn’t industrial advocacy — it’s a
workplace safety issue and it
should be taken far more serious-
ly by theregulators.”

INPEX confirmed it had
reached an in-principle agree-
ment with unions and said it re-
mained focused on ensuring
reliable energy supply to the NT
and key trading partners in the
Indo-Pacific amid ongoing global
market disruption.

Gandy



