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Qantaswill not be the last BCA
member to proceedwith the
mandatory vaccination of its
workforce irrespective of public
health orders. Rear Window p40
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Qantas,BCAinvaccinerift
NowonderIndustrialRelationsMinister
Michaelia Cashhadtoconvenetalks for
workplaceregulators,employergroupsand
unionsyesterdaymorning towrangle the
vexedissueofcompaniesmandatingthe
COVID-19vaccinationof theirstaff. It
appears tobeanomnishambles.
Only lastFriday, theBusinessCouncilof

AustraliaandtheAustralianCouncilof
TradeUnionshadreleaseda jointstatement
supportingthegovernment’spositionthat
vaccination ‘‘shouldbe freeandvoluntary’’.
‘‘Webelieve that for theoverwhelming

majorityofAustralians, yourworkor
workplaceshouldnot fundamentallyalter
thevoluntarynatureofvaccination,’’ it read.
‘‘TheACTUandtheBCAcallon
governmentsandthenationalcabinet to ...
ensure thatwheremandatoryvaccination
requirementsarenecessary, theyare
implementedthroughtheuseofnationally
consistentpublichealthorders.’’
Inyesterday’seditionofTheAustralian,

AustralianMinesandMetalsAssociation
chiefexecutiveSteve Knottcalledonthe
Morrison
government to ‘‘find
theirmojoonthis
issueand[stop] the
paralysis’’.
Cash’smeeting,

attended(virtually)
f

bybothBCAchief
executive Jennifer
Westacottand
ACTUsecretary
Sally McManus,
beganat9.30amyesterday.Atexactly that
time,Qantas issuedapressrelease to
announce it ‘‘will requireallemployees tobe
fullyvaccinatedagainstCOVID-19’’.

Alan Joyce isn’tgoing toscorehisnext
massive trancheofperformanceshares
withthenation’shigh-flyerschainedtothe
groundbyunceasing lockdownwaves, so
it’s timetopress-gangafewthousandbun-
chuckers intoneedlebooths.Frontlinestaff
haveuntilNovember 15 tobedouble-dosed.
Helpfully,60percentofQantasGroup

employeesarealreadyfullyvaccinated,
althoughtheannouncementwas
conspicuouslysilentonthecareer fatesof
anyrefuseniks intheranks.Anewcall
centre inMullumbimby?
Predictably,Qantas’majorunionswent

bananasat thebulletin.Butwiththecarrier
followingsodramatically in foodprocessor
SPC’s footsteps, theobviousquestion is:
whatparalysis?
RememberthatJoyce isalsoaprominent

BCAdirector.Hechose todroptheairline’s
divergencefromtheBCAon ‘‘freeand
voluntary’’ jabsat theprecisemoment the
businesscouncil’schiefwasreiterating its
contrarypositionatasummitconvenedby

Continued p35

therelevant federalminister.Pointmade!
Qantaswillnotbe the lastBCAmember

toproceedwith themandatoryvaccination
of itsworkforce irrespectiveofpublichealth
orders.Why, then,hasWestacott stakedout

Precise timing:
Qantas’ Alan Joyce
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thispositionalongside tradeshallon
anissueofglaring incompatibility?
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