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Skilled migration fast-track to aid mining
Engineers, chefs and accoun-
tants are among a swag of  pro-
fessions that will have their visa
applications prioritised by the
Morrison Government to com-
bat the skills shortage crisis. 

Immigration Minister Alex
Hawke yesterday announced the
Government had expanded its
priority migration skilled occu-
pation list to add 22 new occupa-
tions, bringing the total to 41. 

Many of  the new additions
were resources-related and

followed calls from the Chamber
of  Minerals and Energy WA for
the Government to free up
skilled migration. 

A report commissioned by the
CME and undertaken by Pitt
Crew Consulting found the
State’s mining and resources op-
erations could need 40,000 more
workers in the next two years. 

CME chief  executive Paul
Everingham said electrical engi-
neers, civil engineers, structural
engineers, geotechnical engi-

neers, mining engineers and
surveyors — which were added
to the list — were in strong
demand for the mining sector.

Australian Resources and
Energy Group AMMA chief
executive Steve Knott said the
decision “may well prove to be a
turning point” in Australia’s
skills crisis. 

Mr Hawke said the Govern-
ment engaged with employers,
business leaders, and industry
bodies to determine the changes.
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