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BRIEF AMMA

Reporters barred from Shorten speech

The national journalists’ union has
complained tothe ACTU over the
exclusion of reporters fromits
national congress dinner in Bris-
bane, which prevented them from
covering aspeech by Opposition
Leader Bill Shorten.

The Media Entertainment and
Arts Alliance put out a statement
saying journalists had also had
restricted access to other events at
the congress.

Media section president Marcus

Strom said: “Thisis the first time any-

one canrecalljournalists being ex-
cluded from the Congress dinner.

“Itis particularly absurd as journ-
alists are being locked out while at-
tendees areinside live tweeting and
posting to social media.

“The ACTUisanimportantorgan-
isation. Aspeechtothe ACTU
delivered by the alternative prime
ministerisanimportantevent. The
exclusion of journalists trying to do
their job should not have happened
anditshouldn’t happen ever again.”

Several industrial relations
reporters,including those repre-
senting the Herald, had been ex-

i cluded after travelling frominter-
i statetoreportonthe congress.

ALP president Wayne Swan was

repeatedly asked about why journ-
i alists were locked out of the dinner
i duringa press conference atthe
ACTU congress yesterday.

Thefirsttime he was asked, he

said: “I'm not aware of those ar-
i rangements”. Asked how he “felt”
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about thejournalists being locked
i out, hesaid: “I back my leader all the
i way”.

Senior Labor frontbencher An-

thony Albanese was also asked why
i the mediawaslocked out of Bill
Shorten’s speech.

“Ihave noidea,” Mr Albanese said.
An ACTU spokeswoman said: “The

Congress dinner was a private tick-
i etedeventfor delegates and was
i notopentothemedia.”

Steve Knott from the Australian

i Resources and Energy Group
posted this message on Twitter:

i “Noteto IR comrades fromthe
fourth estate: You are always wel-

i comeat AMMA dinners +they are far
{ moreinformative + muchmore fun”.

AnnaPatty
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