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Misguided activism toward Adani again misses the point
AMMA — Australia’s Resource Industry Employer Group

THE LATEST campaign by activists seeking to derail Adani’s proposed Queensland Carmichael Codl
Project has again missed the point by using the signatories of dozens of successful, well-paid
Australian identities to argue against a project that would significantly benefit the less fortunate.

The campaign, organised by millionaire businessman and serial activist Geoffrey Cousins, has seen
a number of successful businesspeople, musicians and former sportsmen and Greens Party senators,
sign a lefter to Gautam Adani claiming his company's proposed project ‘does not have wide public
support in Australia’.

“There are a number of well-known Australians among the signatories to this pefition. No-one
begrudges them their successes and any wealth that may have come as a result, but it must be
remembered that the Adani project will provide enormous benefits to people and communities who
are doing it much tougher,” AMMA chief executive, Steve Knott AM, said.

“During the construction phase, the Carmichael coal mine and railway will inject around $21 billion
into the Queensland economy, provide around 10,000 jobs, countless opportunities for small and
medium businesses along the supply chain and create a real buzz of economic activity in many rural
communities.

“This potential comes in an environment where Australia’s unemployment has risen again to 5.9 per
cent — another 6,400 people were made jobless in February alone - and underemployment is
staggeringly high with 1.1 million Australians saying they do not have enough work.

“Disproportionate levels of young people who are unemployed or underemployed in Australia are
leading to significant social issues such as crime, drug abuse and welfare dependence.

“In addition, the Carmichael Coal Project will help more than 300 million people living in India without
electricity and sfill cooking with solid fuels like wood, animal dung and crop waste, which the World
Health Organisation attributes fo more than four million premature deaths each year.

“This project has been through years of delays, challenges and vexatious litigation by misinformed
activist groups. It is subject to more than 200 strict environment condifions that will ensure no impact
on the Great Barrier Reef, and has had bi-partisan support from Liberal and Labor state and federal
governments.

“Itis time to drop the misguided activism that fails to consider the facts around the Carmichael Coal
Project and to support Adani in getting this significantly positive development off-the-ground.”
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